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ESL News from TESL Ontario 

 
 

ESL Week  
 

• TESL Ontario is working on ESL week 2008 to be celebrated November 9-
15. Keep checking the web site and send your organization’s or affiliate’s 
ideas to membership@teslontario.org for listing on the website. 

 

• Fifteen municipalities have declared ESL Week!!!  
http://teslontario.org/new/conference/2008/eslweek/eslweek2008.htm 

 
 

ESL Poster Contest 
 

• TEACHERS, INSTRUCTORS:  Now is the time to get your students 
involved in our 3rd Annual Poster contest. It is open to all ESL Learners. 
Prizes range from $300 for the winner and $100 each for the three runners-up. 
http://teslontario.org/new/conference/2008/eslweek/postercontest2008.html 
One celebrity judge, Antanas Sileika, the author of Dinner at the End of the 
World and Running on Time has already graciously volunteered to help judge 
this year’s contest. 

 
 

TESL Ontario Conference  
 

• The CALL FOR CONFERENCE PRESENTERS is on our web site. 
http://teslontario.org/new/conference/conf_callpres.htm  Please consider 
sharing your experience and expertise. 

 

• Naeem (Nick) Noorani author of Arrival Survival in Canada , publisher of 
“Immigrant Magazine, and advisor to government services such as the RCMP 
and  the 2210 Olympics, will be one of the conference Plenary Speakers. 

 

• TESL Ontario will be holding its third annual Panel Presentation at the 2008 
Conference.  The panel entitled Emerging Issues in Language Learning will 
update members on current trends, initiatives, recommendations and future 
directions.  Invited speakers will be representatives from the Ontario Ministry 
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of Education, the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, two 
representatives from Citizenship and Immigration Canada (the first to discuss 
settlement and the second to discuss issues related to international students), a 
representative from the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities and 
last, but certainly not least, we plan to invite UNESCO to send a 
representative to speak about the International Year of Languages.  This high 
powered panel will be of interest to everyone who is involved with ESL in 
Ontario. 

 
 

The Web Site 
 

• We all look forward to the new website that will be launched in the near 
future. 

 

• Soon you will see the new FAQ dealing with member’s interests and concerns 
that are covered by TESL Ontario’s mandate. 
Also regularly check out the website Forum. Elaine Armstrong will post 
clarifications there on certification questions. http://teslon.org/forum/

 
 

New Governance Structure 
 

• If your Affiliate wishes, a member of the Implementation Committee can 
attend your Affiliate meeting to explain and describe the process of TESL 
Ontario’s Governance plans. 

 

• The implementation Team continues to work on the details for a new 
governance model. It is important to have a structure that reflects our 
membership and can focus on high level issues which have an impact on the 
profession. Draft policies have been created which provide direction for the 
Board’s actions. Next on the agenda is the creation of nominating criteria.  

 

Timeline: June 9 – Call for nominations 
  June – August – Full plan in place to seek feedback/input 

September – Finalize plans. Present slate of nominations and  
 Voting details. 

  November AGM – Present new by-laws and board. 
 

Contact 
 

• The latest issue of our professional magazine is on-line 
http://www.teslontario.org/new/publ/publ_about.htm  
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