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Appendix A: Examples of four posts from a strand involving the discussion of ICTs in the
elementary grades
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Depending on their reading and writing skills, vou send them (in groups of two or
three) to the first website (one that yvou have chosen), and where they have to read (scan)
down the page to find a piece of information: they will need this ‘piece’ of information to
answer the first question on their list of questions (a list of tasks that you have previously
prepared). Once they answer the first question, your written instructions direct them to
click on a specific link on that page (predetermined by you) that will take them to the
next spot. Once they get to the next spot, they will again have a task to accomplish, and
information or answers to questions to write down on their rally paper. You can send
them to 10 different sites gathering information on a common theme. Because the
information they need can only be found on the sites you have sent them to, they will
have no reason to use Google or any other search engines. The first team to complete the
rally successfully wins, of course! This is an activity that can help them become aware of
what scanning is, and how scanning can be useful when doing research for other projects.
During a rally I designed based on the theme of the circus, at one site, they had to watch
and listen to a short video and answer the question "Why is the man so tall?" The answer
was "He is walking on stilts." Stilts was a new word for this particular group (who were
beginners, beginners), and they found it a challenge. Hope this suggestion can help vou
design activities for the computer lab. Quizzes on www.englishclub.com are really fun to do
as well, and you can get them to print out the quiz so you can see their results. You can
also get them to listen to the news on www.englishelub.com and get them to answer
questions, report back, or have a discussion.

Best,

Jul ie.

Numéro du message 396 [Branche du numéro 177]

Envoyé par Annie (xxx) le Dimanche, 16 Novembre, 2008 13:08

Objet: Re: A strategy for autonomy, please?!?

Hello Isabelle,

Just like you I went to the computer lab with my students for a Halloween web
quest. Before going to the lab, [ explained the procedures to them, read the booklet and
formed the teams. To do so, I put cards in a box with different numbers and colours.
Then, they had to find their corresponding partner. This went well. However, I thought
that writing every step clearly in the booklet would have helped them in doing the web
quest. I was wrong. Students don’t read. They do not understand that they have to follow
the instructions to find the correct answer. They just want the easy way out! Just like
you, they went on Google to find the answers when all they had to find was already
included in the web quest. I was disappointed because [ really thought that they would
have read the instructions carefully and followed the procedures to ultimately come up
with the right answer. So I do not have any tips to provide you because I did not have a
successful experience with ICT activities. I wanted to share my experience with vou just
to reassure you that we all live the same experiences and also that students are
unpredictable.

Best of luck for your praticum!

Annie



http://www.englishclub.com
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93 Numéro du message 417 [Branche du numéro 396

94 Envoyé par Richard (xxx) le Mardi, 18 Novembre, 2008 13:54

95 Objet: Re: A strategy for autonomy, please?!?

96 Hello Isabelle.

97 I'm teaching a grade 6 enriched class. We went to the computer lab a couple of

98  times already. I'm observing the same thing. Students are going very fast through the

99  internet pages without reading the information. Actually, I found that students know a lot
100  about computers but few ever used it as a research tool. Of course, they all know what’s
101 the hottest you tube clip of the month, they all know how to get to free online games but
102 most of them never read on the internet.

103

104 I use several ways to ensure that students are actually reading and researching in a
105  computer class.

106

107 First, I limit the number of sites they are allowed to go to and I make sure that those
108  sites contain the information I'm targeting.

109

110 Second, before I let the students venture by themselves, I model what is expected of

111 them with the lcd projector. I find it very difficult to achieve this if they stay at their

112 places, in front of the computer. Instead, I have them sit at the front of the class while I"'m
113 modelling,

114

115 Third, I use a site [ made to make sure that they can find the steps, the links of the
116  sites, a place lo ask questions to me or to other students via a blog and a place to send the
117  research at the end of the class. That way, if they are not done in one class, they can go
118  back on my site the next class and download their to finish it.

119

120 I hope it will help a bit.

121

122 If you want to see my site and the project we did in the computer lab go to:
123 hitp://web.me com/oodenglish_class/Welcome. htm|

124 See you



http://www.web.me.com/xxx/english_class/Welcome.html

